
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on

Monday 23rd May 2022 in the Village Hall, Isfield
1.   
Apologies
County Andy Brooks sent apologies for his absence.
2.   
Welcome
The Chairman, Geoff Sambrook, welcomed the Parish Councillors and the five members of the public who were in attendance. His report was as follows;

‘With the winding down of restrictive pandemic measures through last summer, Parish Council meetings began again to assume their traditional life, much, I think, to the relief of the Councillors. Electronic meetings are undoubtedly a significant technical advance over a complete shut down, but there is really no question that face-to-face ones produce better results. Let us hope we have seen the back of all those restrictive regulations, necessary though they may have been.

During the year, we had the resignations of two Councillors, Ron Levett and Katherine Meakin, and I should like to record my thanks to them for their service to the Parish during their periods in office. We also welcomed Miles Sigley-Brown to the Council, and just now we have also co-opted Andy Brookes - well-known to all in the village, I would imagine, from his years as the sterling mine host of the Laughing Fish. I look forward to a long and successful career for them as Parish Councillors.

It is of course of the first importance that a Parish Council ensures that its financial position is robust, and I can confirm that this is indeed the case. Through the period of the pandemic we made a definite choice to keep the Precept at its previous level, as we were acutely conscious that circumstances were pressurising personal finances, and we were not prepared to add to such difficulties. We still maintain healthy balances. We still have Section 106/CIL monies to be invested in the Parish, and we shall be pushing ahead with this.

The topic which, I think, gives us most concern is the planning environment. It is true that the majority of planning applications in the Parish through the year have been small and uncontentious - with a couple of exceptions - but the fact remains that in the absence of a Local Plan prepared by WDC and approved by the Government Inspectorate, Isfield, like the rest of Wealden District, has very little protection from ambitious developers. There are plans or rumours of plans for some very large developments, for example the so-called Eton New Town in East Chiltington and the threat of development on Owlesbury Farm, stretching across Little Horsted, Isfield and Fletching. A lot has been said in the last decade about localism, and the need for people to have a greater say in their environment; unfortunately, it has only been said, rather than acted upon. We have given our support to the Working Group on Overdevelopment, which is a grouping now endorsed by virtually all the Parish and Town Councils in Wealden with the objective of persuading District, County and Central Government to keep development to reasonable levels. This is not a nimby approach; it is an attempt to see the right houses built in the right places at the right prices across Wealden. I’m pleased to say we do seem to be hearing some slightly more positive words coming from WDC, so perhaps someone is listening.

Speeding through the village continues to be an issue, and we are exploring the possibility of sharing some speed measuring equipment with Firle (and a small group of other villages) which we hope might enable us to acquire the kind of data the police require before they will act; sharing with others makes the cost acceptable.
Next week marks the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, and although this is a review of the past year, not a glimpse of the future, I would just mention that the Parish Council is financially supporting some of the village activities celebrating that milestone, notably the Street Party and the tree planting, which will be done later in the year, at the right season.

I should like to thank ‘our’ District and County Councillor Roy Galley for the time he takes over our interests and the efforts he puts in on our behalf. Not all Councillors are the same, and I am glad we have the support of Roy as our Ward representative.

Finally, and I know I always leave this to the end, whereas it reality it should come first, I should like to thank Alison for her hard work, help and knowledge. I am very grateful to her, both personally and on behalf of my fellow Councillors, for all the advice she gives.’
3.
Minutes from the Previous Annual Parish Meeting 


The Minutes from the last Parish Meeting were noted.
4. 
Reports from County and District Councillors  

County Councillor Galley said;
· The County Council has allocated £14.5m to repair roads in the County this year but as most of the money will be going to the towns, he has started a petition for more to be spent in rural areas.
· The re-homing situation for our guests from Ukraine is improving. More details can be found at https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/community/supporting-refugees/ukraine
District Councillor Galley reported;

· The bin strike continues. The GMB has rejected the District Council’s latest pay offer.
· A briefing on the Local Plan for members was cancelled because of the lack of information.

5.
Reports from Clubs and Associations in the Parish
Mr Breeds Secretary and Child Welfare Officer from Uckfield Colts said;
· He has been working in children’s football for 27 years.

· The club has been based here for many years and is very happy. 
· Other club’s admire the ground. 
· It has been a difficult year and the number of children has reduced significantly since Covid. 

· He is thinking about branching out into disabled football.

· The number of parent helpers has fallen year on year.
· A new Welfare Officer is joining the team soon.

· Government funding tends to be given to inner city areas.

He also asked the Parish Council to consider improving the car park.

In answer to Councillor Sambrook’s question, he confirmed the pavilion is functional as 80% of the players arrive ready to play but could be improved.
If anyone encounters a problem to do with club’s use of the ground please let the Clerk know and he will deal with the matter.

Mr Thornicroft from Isfield Cricket Club said the club;

· Has also found the last year difficult.

· Needs more players and has already recruited seven who have all started brilliantly.

· Finds it difficult to attract younger players because they tend to be attracted to the bigger clubs.

· Would like to thank the Parish Council for the new nets and roller.
· Agreed that the pavilion is functional although they may ask to renovate or extend it if they get promoted because they may need to provide a separate room for the umpire to get changed in.

He also asked for something to be done about the state of the car park.

Ms Turrell from Isfield Stoolball reiterated the requests about the car park and said their club;

· Has also been playing for many years and has only missed ten games and that was because of the two World Wars and Covid.

· Play on Tuesdays and Thursdays. They are second in the league.

· Agrees the pavilion is functional. They don’t find the changing rooms a problem because they arrive match ready.
· Is to play the Cricket Club in a special match to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

6.
Open Forum


There were no questions in the Open Forum and the meeting closed at 8.40pm

