
Minutes of the Isfield Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 28th March 2022 
at Isfield Village Hall.
81.   
Present
Cllrs G Sambrook, A Keys, T Mitchell-Cobb, M Sigley-Brown and S Cramond.
County and District Councillor Roy Galley, Alison Stevens (Clerk) and a member of the public were also present.
82.
Apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received from any members of the Parish Council.
83.
Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 15th February 2022
The Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on the 15th February 2022 were read, confirmed as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman.
84.
Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising not covered elsewhere on this agenda

The fingerpost sign at the junction of Buckham Hill and Beeches Farm Road is broken and needs 

repairing. The Clerk will bring prices for the repairs to the next Parish Council Meeting. 
85.
Disclosures of Interest
There were no declarations of interests nor were there any changes to the Register of Interests. 
86.
Co-Option of New Councillor

Isfield Parish Council resolved to appoint Andy Brooks onto Isfield Parish Council. 

The meeting was then suspended.

87.
Report from the County and District Councillor Roy Galley

District Councillor Galley said;

· talks have been taking place between the Minister of Housing, Michael Gove MP, and the Leader of the District Council, Bob Standley, with the ultimate aim of reducing the housing numbers in the Local Plan. It is not known yet when the Local Plan will be out for consultation.
· The District Council is to put Electric Car Charging Points in its car parks. The first ones are expected to be installed in June/July 2022.

· Wealden is undertaking a series of other projects, including a new swimming pool at Crowborough and a new Employment Park at Lower Dicker.
Councillors expressed their annoyance at the poor response they received from Highways about the length of time Station Road was closed recently. They said better project management is needed and agreed they will pursue the matter more rigorously next time. County Councillor Galley noted their concerns.

County Councillor Galley also reported that the County Council has more money to spend on road repairs this year and he is actively campaigning for more to be spent in the countryside. It was noted that Isfield has a lot of potholes it needs dealing with.  

88.
Questions from Members of the Public

Mr Cranfield described the reasons for his planning application which he asked the Parish Council 

to support.

The meeting was then reopened.
89.
Reports – to include;

    i: 
Safety Report –  Isfield Parish Council resolved to accept an invitation from Firle Parish 


Council to jointly buy a Speed Monitoring Device, subject to more receiving detail. Councillor 


Cramond agreed to find out more and report back.
           
   ii:
Planning Report 
a. Councillors commented on the following planning application;
WD/2022/0278/F - 2 Northfield Cottages, Isfield, TN22 5XN - Two storey extension to the side of the property and internal alterations – Isfield Parish Council has no objections to this application on any planning grounds.
WD/2021/3161/FA - Land at Brook Lodge Farm, Rose Hill, Isfield, TN22 5UH - Minor material amendment to application WD/2018/2046/F (Demolition of an existing mobile home, B1 unit and outbuildings and erection of a single new dwelling with Car port). Revision to roof to enclose first floor terrace to accommodate a bathroom, addition of window to the north elevation and a dormer to the west elevation - Isfield Parish Council has no objections to this application on any planning grounds.

WD/2022/0155/FA - Maple Barn, Beeches Farm Road, Buckham Hill, Isfield, TN22 5QD - Variation of Condition 11 OF WD/2020/2340/F (Conversion of barn to form single-storey one-bedroom detached dwelling with associated access, hard and soft landscaping) to enable amendment to approved roofing material - Isfield Parish Council has no objections to this application on any planning grounds.
b. At their last meeting Isfield Parish Council resolved unanimously to support Chiddingly Parish Council in its effort to convince Central Government to modify its planning policies. A meeting of interested Councils, of which there are understood to be 36, has been set up and two representatives from each council have been invited to attend.
There will be three topics:

i. National policy and the standard method (to include a look into the algorithm which generates the housing numbers). Presenter: Nick Daines

ii. The draft Wealden District Council Local Plan: Presenter: TBA
iii. The need to set up a support network for parishes facing unsustainable development: Presenters: Cllr Paul Stevens, Plumpton Parish Council and Cllr Geoffrey Sambrook, Isfield Parish Council.

This meeting will be minuted by Alison Stevens. Councillors Keys and Cramond will also attend.

  iii:      
Recreation Ground and Pavilion Report 

i.     The Ozone Meter has now been removed by the District Council. 
ii. Councillors resolved to get three prices to fill in and level up the car park. Councillor Sigley-Brown will meet the contractors on site.
iv: 
Village Hall Report – There were no volunteers so councilors agreed to deferred this item for now.
v:
Parish Cluster Meeting – The next Parish Cluster Meeting will take place on the 4th April. Councillors discussed whether these meetings should be formally minuted or not. Councillor Cramond said there are no formal minutes because the meetings are seen as an informal exercise which those attending find useful. He would like to see something similar set up for Net Zero.
90. 
Finance Report 


Councillors resolved;

i. To approve the payments list to the 28th March 2022. The payments are as follows;








     
  £
101551
ESALC - Councillor Training



48.00

101552
Isfield Village Hall - Hall Hire



24.00

101553
NALC - Councillor Training



51.71

101554
A Stevens - Salary - January


          535.26

101555
A Stevens - Salary - February

          535.26

101556
ESCC - Pension
                                             392.16

101557
HMRC
- PAYE
                                             405.58

101558
Isfield Village Hall - Hall Hire
                                     tbc
ii. To approve the cash book and bank reconciliation to 22nd February 2022. Councillors also resolved to meet the Pavilion’s cleaning costs from the Parish Council Account as there will no longer be any rent from hosting the Ozone Meter.
iii. To pay for a new roller for the Cricket Club at a cost of £1176 including VAT and delivery. The specialist roller is needed to protect and prolong the life of the new cricket nets.

The Fingerpost Repair at the junction of Beeches Farm and Buckham Hill was covered under 
‘Clerks Report on Matters Arising’.

91.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Councillors considered the plans for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and agreed to donate £1630 

towards the costs of the street party.
The Parish Council will consider a request to contribute something towards planting commemorative trees once more details are known.
92. 
Uckfield Radio

Isfield Parish Council resolved to accept an invitation from Ashdown Radio (formerly Uckfield Radio) 


and agreed Chairman Geoff Sambrook should speak on its behalf.
93.
Questions from Parish Councillors.
Councillor Toby Illingworth (Buxted Parish Council) is going to Poland on the 4th April to help bring back Ukrainian Refugees. Anyone who has offered to provide accommodation is invited to contact him.

There were no further questions from Parish Councillors and the meeting closed at 8.30pm.

