
Minutes of the Isfield Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 24th January 2022 
at Isfield Village Hall.
62.   
Present
Cllrs G Sambrook, A Keys, T Mitchell-Cobb, M Sigley-Brown and S Cramond.
Alison Stevens (Clerk) and three members of the public were also present.
63.
Apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received from any members of the Parish Council.

Apologies for absence were received from County and District Councillor R Galley.

64.
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 26th November 2021
The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 26th November 2021 were read, confirmed as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman.
65.
Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising not covered elsewhere on this agenda

At the last meeting it was reported that some parts of the Parish reported seeing an increase in the 
number of flies last year so councillors asked the Clerk to contact Environmental Health if it happens again and write to KPS in the meantime to make them aware of the problem and ask them to take reasonable precautions to minimise their impact this year.
Danny Smyth from KPS subsequently replied and said;
‘I can reassure you that we will do all we can to minimise our impact and presence, to the local community. If anyone is having any particular problem, I am happy for them to contact me’.

66.
Disclosures of Interest
There were no declarations of interests nor were there any changes to the Register of Interests. 

The meeting was then suspended.

67.
Report from the County and District Councillor Roy Galley

There was no report from County and District Councillor Galley on this occasion.
68.
Questions from Members of the Public

Mr Fordham reported a problem with the drains at Northfields. He said ESCC has cleared the 
ditches as far as the Recreation Ground but they were unable to clear any further because the ditches in the Recreation Ground are the Parish Council’s responsibility. Mr Fordham offered to clear the rest of the ditch. His offer was accepted by the Parish Council who agreed to meet the costs of hiring the appropriate equipment and include him on the Parish Council’s insurance whilst the work is taking place.
Mr Brookes asked if the Parish Council has considered making the footway safer between the Village Hall and the Oast House because as it stands pedestrians have nowhere to go to avoid speeding cars. The Parish Council has already taken up the issue with Highways who said;
‘The issues you have raised are being assessed by an experienced officer, who will examine your suggestions against clear criteria drawn up to help us prioritise the numerous requests we receive for improvements. We are committed to taking forward as many viable road safety schemes as possible. However, due to significant reduction in our budget since 2010, we have very limited resources available for road safety and we need to ensure that we target our resources to those schemes which will be of greatest benefit to our local communities.

To help us prioritise the numerous requests for improvements, we have developed a process to determine which schemes should be funded. This includes assessment of crash and casualty data, location as well as other benefits to the local community including reduction of traffic congestion and improvement of air quality. Further details about this process are available on the East Sussex County Council website - Road Safety Improvements

Each year we identify sites that have the most crashes that result in injury, and put in place a programme of works to reduce the number of casualties on these roads. We do acknowledge that many residents wish to see preventative rather than reactive measures put in place, however, we have to prioritise sites where people have been killed or seriously injured. These decisions are based upon national guidelines provided by the Department for Transport.

The County Council receives around 5,000 pieces of correspondence each year relating to requests for road safety measures and generally under 5% of requests meet the criteria for further assessment to be considered for inclusion within the road safety programme.

For more information on this year's programme of Road Safety improvements, how we assess concerns and to see what your community can do to improve road safety, please visit Road Safety Improvements

Following the assessment of your request, if it is agreed, or approved for further assessment, it will be shown in Road Safety Improvements This list is updated every six months. I am afraid we are unable to contact you directly to provide an update on your particular request’. 
The Parish Council will continue to press for updates.


The meeting was then reopened.
69.
Reports – to include;

    i: 
Safety Report –  Councillors Cramond and Keys are to meet to look at ways of improving 



traffic safety in Isfield. They will report back to the next meeting.
           
   ii:
Planning Report – 
a. Isfield Village Hall Extension – Mr Levett, Chairman of Isfield Village Hall, said the  Village Hall Committee would like to extend the hall so that it can provide toilets for disabled users and offer more facilities for all. He showed councillors the plans the Management Trustees would like to submit and asked for the Parish Council’s support. He said the Parish Council’s support would also help with the hall’s bid for grant applications. Councillors agreed unanimously to support the plans and also the Management Trustee’s bids for grant funding.
b. Councillors commented on the following planning application;
WD/2021/3011/FA - Bemerside, Buckham Hill, Isfield, TN22 5XU - Removal of Condition 1 of Planning Application T/54/11141/2 (Pair of semi-detached cottages) to allow for removal of Agricultural Occupancy Condition – After careful consideration Isfield Parish Council resolved to support this application as long as the owners can provide evidence to show they have made adequate attempts to rent the property out to agricultural workers.
c. Isfield Parish Council resolved unanimously to support Chiddingly Parish Council in its effort to convince Central Government to modify its planning policies. The Parish Council will also send its own letter in support which will also outline its concerns.
Councillors also expressed their annoyance because the entrance to Culpeper Close has been destroyed by developer’s vehicles again. They said they find it particularly annoying because they warned the entrance was too narrow when they were consulted as part of the planning application process. They asked the Clerk to find out how many of the Planning Committee actually came to look at the situation for themselves. They also asked for the problem to be logged with East Sussex County Council.
  iii:      
Recreation Ground and Pavilion Report –  Councillor Sigley-Brown said there have been no 


issues at the ground and so he had nothing new to report.
iv: 
Village Hall Report – Mr Levett, Chairman of Isfield Village Hall, said; 

· The hall is holding its own, with only one or two bookings postponed because of the omicron variant. 

· The Village Hall would welcome a Parish Council representative onto its Committee. This will be discussed at the next Full Council Meeting.
v:
Parish Cluster Meeting – Councillor Cramond attended the Central West Parish Cluster Meeting held on the 7th December. Those who attended were told the Strategic and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) is being updated. The SHELAA map is also being updated to show which land has been assessed. Anyone with any questions for the next Cluster Meeting is asked to let him know. 
70. 
Finance Report 


Councillors resolved;

i. To approve the payments list to the 24th January 2022.

ii. To approve the cash book and bank reconciliation to 23rd December 2021.
71.
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

At the last meeting Isfield Parish Council was asked to consider making a donation towards the cost 

of holding an event in the village to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee so Councillors asked for 

specific proposals with costs.
The following suggestions were submitted;

i. Queen’s Beacon Night.

ii. Treasure Hunt.

iii. Art Exhibition.

iv. Street Party.

v. Programme.

vi. Talent Evening.
vii. Tree Planting.

viii. Jubilee Walkway. 

After much discussion Councillors said their preferred option would be to plant trees in the Recreation Ground so they requested a more detailed proposal.
72.
Questions from Parish Councillors.

Councillor Cramond asked if the Parish Council would pay for three new dog bins to be emptied 


regularly, if the Village Fete Committee paid for them to be provided and fitted. The following 

locations were suggested;
i. Near the Recreation Ground.

ii. Close to the Laughing Fish.

iii. Near the entrance to St Margaret’s Church.

iv. Near the Village Hall.
Councillors resolved to pay for the bins to be emptied on that basis.
Councillor Sambrook asked for a large wooden sign to go on the gate to the Recreation Ground car park to say ‘This car park is for the users of the Recreation Ground only. Users of the car park do so at their own risk.’ It was agreed to order the sign.

Councillor Keys reported two potholes which need repairing. He will send the details of their locations to the Clerk so she can report them to Highways. Councillor Mitchell-Cobb reported two potholes on the side of the road adjacent to Buckham Hill Grange which the Clerk will report too.
It was noted the road closure for Station Road will now take place from the 14th to the 18th February 2022.

There were no further questions from Parish Councillors and the meeting closed at 8.30pm.

