ISFIELD PARISH NEWSLETTER

Editors Note:

It was great to see so many people from the village coming together enjoying the ILHBS Bonfire Night at the end of October—the first community village event after a very difficult couple of years. Hopefully, we are coming to a time where we can get together more often as a community, and enjoying time with family and friends especially at Christmas time; all being well the tree will go up at the beginning of December near the village sign. Plans are underway to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee next year—more information inside.

Huge thanks to everyone who contributes items to the newsletter, those who deliver it and the Parish Council for continuing their support in providing funds for the printing.

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and all the best for 2022.
Bev Ashford: ashfordbja@gmail.com	750456
Jason Kennedy: jtobkennedy@gmail.com	750769


FROST FAIR
28th November 2021 11am to 4pm
ISFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Exciting stalls – Raffle Prizes (including a wonderful hamper) Entry FREE of Charge - Plenty of parking
Local artists and crafts people offer unique and beautiful products (botanical prints, woodcut prints, other artworks, wood turned products, jewellery, gift Sussex trugs, bunting, cushions, fabrics, aromatic soaps and toiletries, handbags, knitted toys, cards and notepaper, antique boxes and writing slopes, and so much more).
Entrance is free. There's plenty of parking.
We are running a raffle with superb prizes, including a wonderful hamper.

CHRISTMAS REFUSE COLLECTION
Note:Garden Waste Collections are suspended from Monday 27th December and will resume Monday 10th January 2022

Normal Collection Dates	Revised Collections Dates
Monday 27 December 2021	Tuesday 28 December 2021
Tuesday 28 December 2021	Wednesday 29 December 2021
Wednesday 29 December 2021	Thursday 30 December 2021
Thursday 30 December 2021	Friday 31 December 2021
Friday 31 December 2021	Monday 3 January 2022
Monday 3 January 2022	Tuesday 4 January 2022
Tuesday 4 January 2022	Wednesday 5 January 2022
Wednesday 5 January 2022	Thursday 6 January 2022
Thursday 6 January 2022	Friday 7 January 2022
Friday 7 January 2022	Saturday 8 January 2022
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The Wine Club is back!!

Following a gap of almost two years caused by the Covid lockdown the wine club resumed its bi-monthly meetings in September. The next meeting is on 19th November when the subject will be "The wines of Eastern Europe". We meet in the Village Hall at 7.30pm and for just £10 per person we usually taste around eight wines, with nibbles. If you do not yet know about our meetings then please contact me for further details.

Keith Taylor.
01825 749778Keith-taylor53@hotmail.co.uk
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To see the many village activities that take place in the Village Hall please visit our website www.isfieldvillagehall.co.uk or our Facebook page; Rennie Dance Academy, Art classes, Dog Training, Messy Church, Yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates, Dance Club, Mindfulness, meetings and events of societies such as TWIG, Young Farmers, and ILHBS, and all kinds of parties and celebrations are among the activities of our very vibrant village. Once again, as bookings have increased at a rapid pace, we urge everyone planning an event in the Village Hall not to delay booking once you are confident of your date(s), to avoid any disappointment.

We had to cancel our very popular annual FROST FAIR last year and are delighted that we are able to hold the fair again on Sunday 28th November 2021.Entry is FREE, we have a wonderfully diverse selection of exciting new and regular, stalls, which will be spaced out inside the hall, and exciting raffle prizes, so please do come and enjoy this event.

The Friends of Isfield Village Hall understand that the Village Hall is an extremely valuable asset of our village (evidenced by the variety and amount of bookings), and that the hall has to be run and maintained from hire fees, fund raising (like the Frost Fair) and donations. Our Friends’ donations have been put to good use this year paying for badly needed replacement windows which have now been installed in the hall, ensuring it is draft free this winter. We are extremely grateful for our Friends’ generous support that enables us to care for the Village Hall whilst maintaining hire fees at an affordable level. If you have not joined The Friends of Isfield Village Hall yet, please see the flyer in this newsletter for details of how to join and support us – we very much welcome old and new Friends.

At the end of the summer, we invited our Friends to a Private View of the brilliant ‘Made in Isfield’ event on the evening of Friday 10th September 2021, with the kind permission of the organisers, Karen Potter and Adéle Scantlebury. In addition, we are holding our annual Friends Christmas party on 3rd December 2021, 7pm onwards, and look forward to thanking our Friends in person for their support.
As previously reported, our plans to undertake other projects are underway. The top priority is a single-storey extension at the back to provide a disabled toilet, extra space, storage etc. We are investigating other ideas (e.g., portable stage, green energy solutions) and welcome any suggestions.

Bookings:
To book the Village Hall for your receptions, parties and other activities contact Wendy Osborne by email on isfieldvillagehall@gmail.com or provisionally book online on
www.isfieldvillagehall.org.uk (Booking and Hiring page) and Wendy will get back to you to confirm the details of your booking, and will provide all information and assistance that you need.

Ron Levett
Chairman, Village Hall Committee
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UPDATE FROM YOUR LOCAL MP
It’s been another challenging year for Wealden as we made our first steps towards recovery from the devastating impact of the pandemic. However, the challenges of the past year have yet again brought out the very best in our community spirit.

Last year, I launched the Wealden Hero Award to extend my gratitude to Wealden residents who have gone above and beyond for our communities. I’ve had the privilege to meet some fantastic individuals, businesses and organisations, but I knew from your continued correspondence that there were many more heroes who emerged as community leaders this year and deserved recognition. I spent the summer travelling across the constituency to thank them in person and celebrate their stories. Here are just a few of them:

Mayfield’s fantastic postmistress Jo Eates has been a lifeline for those shielding or self-isolating. Hadlow Down Headteacher of St Mark’s CoE Primary School, Annette Stow and her team have worked incredibly hard to keep the school open whilst also providing essential education online. The volunteers of Carillon Cottage in Wadhurst have mobilised over 200 people who helped local residents with errands. Primary school teacher Heidi Greenwood started a new initiative broadcasting children’s short stories from South Brockwells farm, educating children about farm life. Uckfield Hero Neil Kerridge has been picking litter alongside some of the fastest roads in Wealden, inspiring others to do the same. 1st Hellingly Scouts have been providing virtual activities such as plant growing for their young members, and Crowborough’s Horder Centre has stepped in to provide additional capacity for NHS services.

2021 was the year of the vaccine. Despite the logistical challenges in rural areas like ours, it was my absolute priority to get the vaccine distributed to every part of Wealden as fast as possible. The award for Uckfield’s Meads Medical Centre, Crowborough’s Saxonbury House Surgery, Hailsham Medical Group, Wadhurst’s Belmont Surgery and Horam’s Manor Pharmacy followed so much positive feedback from a great number of thankful   patients, but I’m incredibly grateful to all the fantastic healthcare teams and volunteers from across all GP practices, medical centres and pharmacies in Wealden for their tireless dedication and selfless efforts to keep our healthcare services running, deliver medicines to the homes of the most vulnerable and especially for delivering this life-saving jab to Wealden residents.

It’s the little things in life that matter. The responsibility to keep each other safe through small acts of kindness has become a defining feature of our lives and I’m so proud that Wealden has set a fine example.

I wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year.

Nus Ghani MP

CELEBRATING THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022
All being well from the Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June 2022 Isfield, along with the rest of the country, will be celebrating the Queen being on the throne for 70 years with a four-day weekend.
The various organisations of the village have recently met up to discuss ideas on how we can celebrate and are planning to organise a range of events to appeal some way or another to everyone in the village. These events range from the traditional Scarecrow competition, music evening, a street party, treasure hunt, “Isfield has Talent”, Art exhibition. showcase of groups using the village hall, wine tasting, gymkhana, stoolball & cricket matches, lighting of one of the Queen’s beacons etc and ending with Isfield Fete on the Sunday.   The various groups are looking into the feasibility of running events and after Easter next year there will be more information and a calendar of when events are taking place.
Would be great to have the whole village decorated with bunting so if you haven’t got any while away a winter’s evening making some!
Anyone else interested in joining the group then please get in touch with Bev.
Bev Ashford.
ashfordbja@gmail.com
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T.W.I.G

It was lovely to be back in the Village Hall for our October meeting. We were pleased to welcome quite a few new members for a taster session, and we hope that you’ll join us as regular members in the future. We enjoyed creating encaustic art and some lovely woodland crafts with guidance form Hili and Katy. Some spectacular pictures, bumble bees and god’s eyes were created. What fun!

The November meeting was fantastic with Ali’s Angels with Attitude. Ali and her singers got us all so enthused with her infectious and joyful singing, that even those of us who are shy when singing found ourselves belting it out!

Our next meeting is December 1st for Christmas table decorations and wreath making. Our guest and guide for the evening will be Phyllis who led us in 2018. We will let members know soon what they need to bring on the night.

The Flower Show hosted by Helen on behalf of TWIG was very enjoyable and successful. Thanks to Helen and her helpers for a great event. TWIG has been able to donate funds from the Flower Show to the Village Hall committee towards a new bench for their grounds.
Thanks to Hili for all her research into a bench made of recycled materials.

Dates for your diaries for future meetings are
· Dec 1st	Christmas wreaths/table decorations and shared refreshments
· January 5th Pub outing in the Fish
· Feb 2nd	Drumming
· March 2nd	‘Martha’s Journey’ - a talk by Rev Martha Mutikani, about her journey from an RGN in Zimbabwe to Vicar here in Isfield.

Looking ahead, we have started planning how we can mark the occasion of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year with other groups in the village.
We’re looking forward to seeing you on December 1st 7.45 for 8pm Best wishes
Hili, Tessa and Sara
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The Women’s Isfield Group (TWIG) were delighted to be able to host the Isfield Flower and Produce Show in August. We were fortunate to have a splendidly sunny day and a great turn out. There were 25 participants in the show and the marquee (kindly lent by the Fete Committee) was full of flowers, fruit, veg, homemade produce and arts and crafts. Congratulations to all the winners; Alan Cox, Philip Payne, Bev Ashford, Katherine Meakin and Honor Ellis.
Special thanks goes to all the hardworking volunteers who helped to make the day a success, running the show, the raffle, plant and produce stalls, and refreshments, not forgetting our judges. We are very grateful to all those who donated brilliant raffle prizes:
Garrison Roofing Cranwell Wealth Solutions South Brockwells Farm shop
Isfield Farm shop KPS products Laughing Fish Stavertons Nursery
Ernest Doe agricultural supplies Goldcliffe Nursery Halfway House pub
Greens DIY
and the many and generous residents of Isfield!
We have been able to make a donation towards a new bench at the Village Hall with the proceeds.
A new date for your diary next year is Saturday August 13th 2022 for the next Isfield Flower and Produce Show. See you there!
Helen Thomas
[image: ]on behalf of TWIG.
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ISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

After the departure of two Councillors over the summer, we were pleased to welcome as a new Member Miles Sigley-Brown, who was co-opted by the Council at our September meeting. We look forward to Miles’ contributions to the work of the Council.

The further development behind Culpeper Close finally began a short while ago, and almost immediately created a problem, since - as widely predicted - the access proved inadequate for the contractors’ trucks, and they seriously damaged the verge on both sides of Station Road. While I took some photographs and sent them to our District and County Councillor, with a request to take the issue up with the relevant department of the District/County Council, I am pleased to say that Councillor Keys took a far more pragmatic approach and spoke to the foreman, pointing out the mess they had created. The result of that was that both verges were repaired by the next day, although of course at this time of year it will take time for the grass to return; still, it’s a good example of direct action often being preferable to procedural negotiation….

With the children’s playground and the    cricket nets now successfully bedded in, we are turning our sights on what to use the remainder of our Lavender Fields Section 106 money on. Currently, we are exploring the possibility of something like an exercise trail around the edge of the recreation ground, but, until a decision is finalised, we are still happy to consider any other projects put forward by parishioners.

The threat of overdevelopment, with its allied problems of the need to create adequate infrastructure, remains very real. Wealden District Council still have no Local Plan accepted by the Government, which means we are still extremely vulnerable to schemes which may be more interesting to developers than inhabitants. The WDC Councillors who produced the previous unacceptable plan are, by and large, still in post.

This is the last issue before Christmas, so, although it seems very early, I would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, with a particular hope that 2022 finally sees life return to something like pre-pandemic normal.

Geoff Sambrook
Chairman Parish Council
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COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS
Firstly, you will have all have seen on television or read in the press about the massive and unrelenting pressure that is being placed on the ambulance service leading to unavoidable delays in reaching patients in response to 999 calls, and this situation is not going to change anytime soon. It is therefore essential to undertake self-conveyance to A and E whenever possible and to ask on every occasion whether an ambulance is really needed, so that precious resources can be allocated to those with the most serious and urgent conditions.

On the subject of helping yourself and others the Smartphone App “What3Words” is an invaluable tool which works by dividing the entire surface of the globe into 3 metre squares each identified by a unique set of three words. If there is an incident where you are asked for your location the app can provide you with a three-word code which the emergency services or others can use to home in exactly to where you are situated, and of course it can also give your home address as well as many other benefits – it is also free!
Thank you to the Isfield and Little Horsted Bonfire Society for funding the replacement pads for the defibrillator at the Laughing Fish. The actual defibrillator has now reached the end of its useful life and things are underway to get the finance for a replacement as well as possibly another defibrillator for the Village Hall/ Recreation Ground area.
Remember that Covid is still very much with us and take sensible precautions at all times.

Derek Smith
Community First Responder

[image: ]*****




LAUGHING FISH PUB
Here’s a great big winter greeting from all of us at THE LAUGHING FISH. Such a big greeting because it has to last throughout the long winter months to come.
However, we have some special dates for you to enjoy which we trust will help to while away the time, so make a note in your diary for the following events;
Sunday the 19th of December sees the Uckfield Brass Band playing Christmas Carols beginning at 8pm. Now what can be more Christmassy than that.
Monday 29th November and onwards throughout December sees the launch of the specially created Christmas menu. Something for everyone whether in a group or a couple. Please book in advance to secure a table. (pre-order and deposit may be required). 01825 750349
Another special menu is being created for both Boxing day and New Year’s Day. Featuring more ‘game’ dishes to make a change from turkey.

Friday 31st December brings in the New Year and it wouldn’t be New Year without a party; so, head on down to the Laughing Fish to meet all your friends both old and new and celebrate the New Year of 2022. Normal menu will be served till 7.00pm.
Once again, we will be promoting the Christmas draw throughout December and the draw will be made on Christmas Day. Christmas day the Bar will be open from 12 until 2.30 so that we can all raise a glass (or 2).
January 2022 will see the start of the Laughing Fish Quiz night hosted by our local celebrity Andy Brooks. Watch this space for day/time local rules etc.
Also, during January and February, we will have live music to chase away the winter blues.
Thank you one and all for the welcome you have given us to the village and the fantastic support you are continuing to show. Merry Christmas and a happy new year from the entire team of the Laughing Fish.
Simon & Suzie Barton
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ISFIELD FETE
Hello Isfield,
I hope you’re all coping with the ups and downs that the past year has dealt us.   It was heartening to go to the ILHBS bonfire celebrations this year as it felt like a tentative step towards a proper village event.

With village events in mind, I am very pleased to announce that, although we try to keep the date of our Fete set in stone as the last Sunday in June, we have moved it to Sunday 5th June – just for 2022!

This is because of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, for which there is an especially long Bank Holiday weekend starting on Thursday 2nd June. Here in Isfield there are plans to celebrate this occasion across 4 days – ending with the Fete on Sunday 5th June.

We will soon be sending out new booking forms to stall holders, if anyone fancies taking part as a stall holder please get in touch, isfieldfete@gmail.com

Merry Christmas XXXXX

Adele Scantlebury
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ISFIELD CRICKET CLUB
2021 may well prove to be a season many of us would like to forget! Relegation for both Saturday league sides; a constant struggle to field a Sunday eleven; covid-19 outbreak on tour; generally inclement weather; cancelled matches! Our first eleven found some strong opposition in Division 4 east although we were competitive in many matches just failing to convert enough games into wins. Our second eleven struggled to be competitive in too many matches with inevitable difficulties in player availability.

On the positive side, we have two new impressive coaching nets; have some talented youngsters bolstering both league teams and have one of the best cricket squares in the league thanks to the efforts of David Williams and those who assisted him throughout the spring and summer. The usual end of season works on the square to ‘put it to bed’ for the winter was well- attended. Thanks also to Liz Robinson and Joy Thornicroft for scoring for the firsts. Our AGM is booked in the Village Hall

for Wednesday 15 December 2021.

Just before then, we are looking forward to the imminent news of two new babies due to be born to current first team captain Huw Williams (and partner Liz); and past first team captain James Fellows (and partner Annie). On behalf of the whole club, I send our best wishes for their safe arrival.

We are making every effort to increase our playing numbers for next year. If you would like to play for a friendly but progressive club; or are interested in supporting the club in any way; or would like further details of the Youth Coaching Academy please contact Neil Thornicroft on 01825-750283
e-mail: thornicrofts@btinternet.com.

Neil Thornicroft
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I.L.H.B.S.

Hello all!
What a fantastic evening we all had celebrating our bonfire event with you all at the end of October! It was lovely to see so many of you out supporting the society!

We also have had a great fundraiser recently in the form of our auction of gifts and promises. The village’s support at both of these events is hugely appreciated, and I would like to extend an extra thanks to those of you who either donated or bid at the auction! It has contributed hugely to our coffers, which were beginning to struggle a little with the past couple of years’ difficulties regarding fundraising. You missed out on the auction or our night, we still have another event before the year is out - our ever-popular quiz will be on 11th Dec at the village hall. Tickets will be available in due course.

In other bonfire related news, the season has gone well, and a surprising number of out-meetings have managed to go ahead this year, meaning that the society has been out representing ourselves (for better or worse) quite a lot over the past few weeks. I hope that you have all been able to enjoy some part of the bonfire season.

As we come up to Christmas this year the committee will be working with the membership to review our constitution in the run up to the AGM which will be in the new year. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the entire bonfire committee (including Andy Brooks who recently stepped down from the committee) for their hard work this year. It really has been a tough one but they have all worked exceptionally hard. I know that some of the committee will be standing down at the AGM, so if any of you lovely people who live in the village would like to become more involved with the society and its organisation, please do get in touch! All our details are on the website www.isfieldhorstedbonfire.com .

With that, I would like to say that I hope you all enjoy December’s festivities, and look forward to burning more things with you in 2022!

Timmy Fordham
Chair of ILHBS
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LITTLE HORSTED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
School events: The children have come back to school this academic year with much enthusiasm and we have welcomed our new Reception class into our Early Years Village. We are excited that we have opened our new Forest School and the children have been really enjoying the sessions each week. We are so fortunate to have such a great site and to be able to offer this

as part of our curriculum.

The term has already been full of activity and as you can imagine we are beginning to prepare for a range of festive activities including our Christmas Bazaar and the annual whole school trip to the panto!

will be enjoying Children in Need fundraising this week and hearing from the school council about our new Learning heroes which will be being introduced to the whole school soon.

PTFA:
As you know the PTFA kindly raise funds to support the resources available to the children in school. Recently we have taken part on a school fun run and photo competition. There is a wreath making workshop as well as the Christmas Bazaar planned for later this term. The PTFA do an amazing job in fundraising and as a school we are very grateful for all their hard work.

Church links:
Father John and Rev Martha have both been able to lead assemblies on a Wednesday in school and the children have enjoyed these immensely. We worked on a wide range of Remembrance art for display in St Michael and All Angels Church this weekend and some children and staff attended the service of Remembrance at St Margaret’s, Isfield, where they sang, read poetry and prayers as well as laid wreathes and flowers as part of the service.

Information and Open days:
We welcome visits to our school and nursery and we currently do have some places available in our Nursery and Reception class. Please let the office know if you would like to visit our setting. For more information about the school please visit www.littlehorsted.e-sussex.sch.uk or
telephone us on 01825 750380.

Thank you for your ongoing support. We look forward to sharing our news again in the Spring! Warmest Wishes
Mrs Ali Causton
Headteacher
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ISFIELD FARM SHOP
We starting to get busy now for Christmas. Christmas taster day:
Saturday 27th Nov 10-2 pm
There will be free hot food bring served along with mince pies, mulled wine and all you shop favourite Christmas snacks. COME along and join us.
Christmas orders are now being taken, remember you get everything with us from turkey, fresh beautiful veg, cheese, mince pies ready-made fresh sides - cauliflower cheese, stuffing, pigs in blankets, nut roast and locally handmade Christmas puddings …
Christmas opening hours:
Monday 20th	closed
Tuesday 21	10-2
Wednesday 22	10-2
Thursday 23rd	8-6 pm Friday 24 th		8-12
Closed till 30th and 31st 9-12
Merry Christmas from all the from the shop. Sue Biggins
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The Vicar’s journey in Isfield!
I am writing this article at a time when we are all in the remembrance season. Isfield’s Bonfire Society brought us together in a mighty way bringing that light of joy back, which we had missed due to the pandemic.
I have spent time reflecting on what it means to pray for our families who lost their loved ones and those whose lives were changed by their loss. It’s 10 years since my mum died; it seems like it was only yesterday.   My life changed dramatically; l am sure most of you who have experienced loss of a loved one will agree. I am deeply encouraged by the togetherness l have seen in Isfield, the support for those grieving. Let’s continue to pray and stand together as one family.
We were saddened by the loss of June Smith, Penny Martin and Barbara Coulson, all from our beautiful village and known by many of you.
At the Remembrance Service l stated that it’s 102 years since the Cenotaph was unveiled and the Unknown Warrior was buried in Westminster Abbey. The dreaded wars are still going on. As we wear our poppies, let’s pray for peace. The driving force for peace must come from us; it must come from our remembrance of those who have given their lives in war; it must come from those injured in conflict and for their families and loved ones.
Peace will not come if we forget; it won’t happen if we wait for others to work for it. It is through our vigilance, our voice and our prayers that peace and light will emerge.
Love and support:
They have been amazing months and the attitude of gratitude has held us. We are eternally grateful to those who continue to support us as individuals and the work at St Margaret’s Church.
I have had sad and joyful moments. I am thankful that people have picked up the phone to ask “How are you doing?” As a village community let’s continue to hold each other’s needs: phone or knock on the door supporting each other. Together we are stronger!
Being a Presence for Isfield
It has been encouraging to be able to stand together with families and individuals during funerals, baptisms and weddings. We Continue to have baptisms - really exciting times as we welcome those baptized into the family of God.
Thanks to your generosity we donated £500 for the Afghan plight support. We continue to support the Foodbank and the Uckfield Community Fridge.
We have pledged to start supporting the East Sussex charity, Caring and Sharing; we hope to work together as a community to support this charity. If you wish to donate or get more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Jo Reffin, our poverty-giving coordinator.

Our working group has now completed exploring how we can continue to support the mission of St Margaret’s Church in the future, serving our community.
We have come up with the following strap line, action goals and priorities as we serve and work together in Isfield. We would like to invite you to the presentation of our vision on Sunday, 16th January, 2022 at 10 am in the church. Please do come to hear more about the vision and plans we have for the future.
Our Strap line - Your Church, Your Support, Your Community, Action Goal: Building a beacon of hope by putting the Church at the centre of Isfield community.
Key actions:
· Prayer
· Bible-centred teaching
· Community involvement
· Youth ministry
· Pastoral care
Priority areas

· Growing Congregation
· Growing Youth and Young People
· Growing outreach into the Community
We will be starting Chatty Church on 30th January a Service to discuss a bible story and finish of with refreshments we look forward to seeing you. This is a service for friends of St Margaret’s and wider community.
Messy Church:
Messy church was held successfully on 7th November; we had such a successful turn out - the pictures were posted on our Facebook page and Isfield talk. We have more family services planned in 2022. See dates below.
Clergy:
We are blessed as we continue to work with our Rector, Fr John Wall supporting us, as well as Canon Hugh Moseley, Fr Mike Blanch and Fr David Ashton. Sheila Fordham, our reader, has continued to come and preach for us. Please continue to pray for our clergy and reader.

Questionnaire:
Thank you for your responses to the questionnaires although fewer than 10% were received. l assume the lack of responses meant the community was happy with our initiatives. As part of reviewing our mission plan, we took your comments on board.
St Margaret’s Friends and the future:
We are so proud of the friends of St Margaret’s who helped us to raise over £8,500. Here, the running cost of the church is enormous; your generosity helps the church to survive.
Thanks to the friends of St Margaret who managed to attend the get-together; it was an honour to meet some of you. Thanks to The Reffins, Mrs Honor Ellis and their team for making the evening so beautiful with lovely food and wine.
We will be having the plant sale on 28th May, 2022; if the date changes, we will keep you updated.
We have events coming up as we work with our community groups, the Bonfire, the Wine society and Twigg. We would like to invite women to attend our Mothering Sunday service on 27th March at 10 a.m. with a guest speaker on the subject of women’s wellness.
Little Horsted Church of England School:
St Margaret’s Church governor, Mrs Honor Ellis, continues to support the school. The school came to sing at the Remembrance service; it was awesome to hear their lovely voices. Mrs Ali Causton; the Headteacher, led the prayers during the Remembrance service. Together with Fr John, we have continued to attend the school for assemblies, and l will be helping one of the classes on Wednesdays.
Your continued support is valued; as parents and grandparents you have helped the school to keep going.

Working party/groups:
The church building, church yard, hedges, pot holes and lane have received extra attention thanks to the generosity of those in our communities and families who are not in Isfield but have felt drawn to support us.
I am deeply encouraged by the support of all those volunteers who keep the church clean, help to run the services, and the working party who generously continue trimming and bramble-cutting. If you wish to offer your services, please do not hesitate to contact me
or Stephen Hardwick.

Churchwardens and PCC:
Stephen and Honor have been supporting the work of the Church. We thank them for their hard work and continued support. It’s almost a full-time job and sometimes it demands more than we can imagine.
The PCC has been working more than usual to support the new initiatives as we start new programmes in the church.
Please continue to pray for The PCC and our churchwardens, Stephen Hardwick and Honor Ellis, as they work together with the clergy to make sure the running of the church continues smoothly.

Past services:
The Pet, Harvest, Black History celebration, All Souls, Messy and Remembrance services were successful. Please help me to thank the Finns for their publicity support, producing flyer designs and maintaining social media presence. We thank our PCC, community and church members for continuing to support these services. We are all one team; let’s celebrate our togetherness as we meet in church, and all the community activities.
Encouragement:
Who we are? We are the branches of the Isfield tree. As we are connected to God, the tree of life, we go out in faith and bear much fruit. The fruit is the acts of kindness we offer each other; that smile, that support offered, all make a difference.
Remember each act of kindness to each other, in small or big ways, is a fruit of service in love.
As Christmas approaches lets remain branches for each other and be enabled to serve one another as a vehicle of God’s love. “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love”, says Jesus in John 15, v.10. At first reading it may seem that it depends on us to be connected to God. However, God is only asking for one action: to keep the commandments of loving one another so we can abide in Him. A living faith is an acting faith, bearing much fruit to the honour of God and to the service of our neighbours.
We wish you a blessed Christmas season and New Year. We hope to see you at:
Festival of Nine lessons and Carols 19th December at 6 p.m. Midnight Mass 24th December at 11.30 p.m.
Christmas Day at 10 a.m.
God Bless you, Rev’d Martha


CONTACT DETAILS

BONFIRE SOCIETY	Beth Hazelwood ilhbs@yahoo.co.uk COMMUNITY FIRST	Derek Smith	07818 673148
RESPONDERS

I.C.E.	Dave Biggins	david.biggins@rocketmail.com	07810 821390

ISFIELD ART GROUP	Andrew Fitchett andrewfitchett@btinternet.com 751040

ISFIELD CRICKET CLUB	Neil Thornicroft	750283
ISFIELD DANCE CLUB	Ron Levett	750404
ISFIELD FETE	Adele Scantlebury isfieldfete@gmail.com
ISFIELD FARM SHOP	Sue Biggins	sue@isfieldfarmshop.co.uk	751271
ISFIELD NEWSLETTER	Bev Ashford	ashfordbja@gmail.com	750456
















Sara Mckenzie saramackenzie74@ymail.com 750494 VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS:	Wendy Osbourne	750221
Jason Kennedy jtobkennedy@gmail.com
750769
ISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
www.isfieldpc.org.uk

Parish Clerk
Alison Stevens isfieldpc1@aol.com

Website management
Tracy Mitchell Cobb

ISFIELD STOOLBALL
Charlotte
07712001879
ISFIELD WINE SOCIETY
Keith Taylor	keith-taylor53@hotmail.co.uk

LOCAL MP
Nusrat Ghani	nusrat.ghani.mp@parliament.uk

ST. MARGARET’S CHURCH:
Vicar
Church warden:
Martha Mutikani	isfield.vicar@gmail.com Honor Ellis


750792

Stephen Hardwick
750498
T.W.I.G.
Tessa Brown	750734 or 7810562360


Hili Harvey	hili@hili.co.uk
751232


isfieldvillagehall@gmail.com www.isfieldvillagehall.org.uk


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


NOVEMBER
Sat 27th CHRISTMAS TASTER DAY
Isfield Farm Shop 10-2 pm
Sun 28th FROST FAIR Village Hall 11am-4pm
DECEMBER
Weds 1st 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th PUPPY/IMPROVER CLASSES with Jo Crawford. Village hall 10am - 12.15 &
1.30 - 2.30
Weds 1st TWIG Village Hall 7.45pm for 8pm Weds 1st & 15th BEREAVEMENT COURSE.
Belmont Centre, Holy Cross Church
Thurs 2nd 9th, 16th 23rd 30th ISFIELD ART GROUP
Village Hall 2-4pm

RENNIE DANCE ACADEMY
Village Hall 4.15-9pm
PIOPPI PIZZA Farm Shop 5.30 -8pm
Fri 3rd CHRISTMAS PARTY – Friends of Isfield Village Hall 7pm
Sun 5th CHRISTINGLE SERVICE.
St Michaels Church 11am
Mon 6th 13th 20th, 27th MINDFULNESS CLASSES with Debbie Horney. Village hall 9.30am – 12pm


& 7-9.30pm
PUPPY CLASS with Jo Crawford
Village Hall 12.30-1.30pm Tues 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th YOGA with Jane O'Donnell
Village Hall 9am - 10am
DOG SCENT CLASSES with Jo Crawford.
Village hall 10.30 – 11.30a
Weds 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th PUPPY/IMPROVER CLASSES with Jo Crawford.	Village hall 10am - 12.15 & 1.30 - 2.30
Sat 7th 14th 21st PILATES with Marina
Village hall – 9.30-10.30am Sat 11th ILHBS Quiz Village Hall
Doors open 7pm for 7.30 start Mon 13th ISFIELD VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE Village Hall 7.30pm Weds 15th ISFIELD CRICKET CLUB AGM
Village Hall
Sat 18th VIEW CHURCH DECORATIONS
St Margaret’s 10am—1.30pm Sun 19th FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS &
CAROLS St Margaret’s Church 6pm.
CHRISTMAS CAROLS WITH UCKFIELD BRASS BAND.

Laughing Fish Pub. 8pm

Fri 24th MIDNIGHT MASS
St Margaret’s Church. 11.30pm



JANUARY

Laughing Fish Pub
2022

Sat 25th CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
St Margaret’s Church 10am
CHRISTMAS DAY DRINKS.
Laughing Fish Pub 12-2.30pm Fri 31st NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY.
Weds 1st  & 19th  BEREAVEMENT COURSE.
Belmont Centre, Holy Cross Church Sun 16th VISION DAY St. Margaret’s Church
Fri 21st ISFIELD WINE CLUB Village Hall 7.30pm
FEBRUARY
Weds 2nd TWIG Village Hall 7.45pm
BEREAVEMENT COURSE.
Belmont Centre, Holy Cross Church Sun 27th PANCAKE SUNDAY
Village Hall 2.30-2.30pm

MARCH
Weds 2nd ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
St Margaret’s Church 6pm
TWIG
Village Hall 7.45pm Fri 18th ISFIELD WINE CLUB
Village Hall 7.30pm Sun 27th MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE
St Margaret’s Church 10am
APRIL
Weds 6th TWIG Village Hall 7.45pm
Sun 10th MESSY CHURCH. Village hall 1.30-2.30pm Thurs 14th MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
St Margaret’s Church 6pm Fri 15th GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
St Margaret’s Church 3pm Sun 17th EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE
St Margaret’s Church 10am

Weds 5th TWIG Village hall 7.45pm




Sun 22nd POPCORN SUNDAY Village Hall 2.30-3.30 Fri 27th ISFIELD WINE CLUB Village Hall 7.30pm Sat 28th PLANT SALE on behalf of St Margaret’s

JUNE
Thurs 2nd – Sun 5th ISFIELD CELEBRATES THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE
Sun 5th ISFIELD VILLAGE FETE.
I.C.E. Field 12pm
JULY
Fri 15th ISFIELD WINE CLUB
Village Hall 7.30pm
Sun 17th MESSY CHURCH. Village hall 1.30-2.30pm Sun 31st PET SERVICE St Margaret’s Church 10am
AUGUST
Sat 13th FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW
Village Hall
SEPTEMBER
Sun 4th CHOCOLATE SUNDAY Celebration Schools	re- opening—blessing of school bags and thanksgiving for summer holidays. Bring School bags.	Village Hall 2.30-3.30pm
Fri 16th ISFIELD WINE CLUB
Village Hall 7.30pm Sun 18th HARVEST FESTIVAL
St Margaret’s Church 10am
NOVEMBER
Sun 6th MESSY CHURCH. Village hall 1.30-2.30pm Fri 18th ISFIELD WINE CLUB
Village Hall 7.30pm

MAY
Thurs 12th Fri 13th Sat 14th ILHBS MURDER MYSTERY DINNER. Village Hall 7.30pm
image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg
\

N,





image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.png
ISFIELD

V][]L]LAG]E FETE




image10.png




image11.jpeg




image12.png




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




