
   ISFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF
13th January 2020
held at Isfield Village Hall, Isfield
60. 
Present: 

Councillors G Sambrook (Chairman), A Keys, R Levett, T Mitchell-Cobb 




and K Taylor.
Also attending: 
County and District Councillor R Galley, A Stevens (Clerk) and sixteen members of the public were also in attendance.

61.  
Apologies: 

No apologies for absence were received. 

Councillor Jim Smith passed away on the 27th December. Jim was a much valued member of 

the Parish Council who was hugely helpful and highly knowledgeable. He will be sorely 

missed.

62. 
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 27th November 2019: 

The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 27th November 2019 were approved by all and signed by the Chairman.
63.  
Clerk’s Report on Matters’ Arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda:
The Clerk has asked Brighton buses to repair the bus shelter which is in Horsted Lane, next to the Lavender Line. The notice board also needs replacing and will be an item on 


the next Full Council Meeting agenda.
64.
Disclosures of Interest: 

There were no disclosures of interests nor were there any changes to the Register of 
Interests.
The meeting was then suspended.

65. 
Report from the County Councillor: 


County Councillor Galley said residents have raised concerns about traffic speeding in 

Station Road. A traffic survey is needed to get to grips with the problem and he asked the Parish Council to consider paying the £400 cost. Steve O’Connell from the Sussex Safer Partnership is to attend the Parish Council Meeting in May and discuss the options open to the Parish as a whole.  
66.
Reports from the District Councillor:

County Councillor Galley said;

 ‘The Wealden Local Plan has been well and truly rejected by the Planning Inspector.

All councils have a duty to cooperate with neighbouring councils so that if one area genuinely cannot provide the houses needed and its neighbour has spare land, then the land rich council should consider taking extra houses. In Wealden we have a lot of land and a lot of un-spoilt greenery which is one of the reasons we all like to live here. Some of our neighbours, especially Eastbourne, are not as fortunate. We were severely criticised by the Inspector for not being more helpful. Wealden that took an arguably rational view that if Eastbourne did not have much spare land, they could build upwards with more high rise blocks. The Inspector was not impressed.

Then there was the issue of Ashdown Forest. We have always sought to protect the Forest, its rare habitats and wildlife. The Inspector did not suggest this was entirely wrong but the methodology we used to measure impacts on the Forest was the most extreme approach and the inspector said it was not rational, especially that Wealden did not factor in the likelihood of more low emission vehicles in the next few years.

The upshot is that we have to start again on a new Local Plan. The only alternative would be to appeal and fight the Inspector. The terms of her letter are such that it is clear that is a battle Wealden Council could not win.

If we do not have a Local Plan, then it is more difficult to stop housing and business developments the Council does not like. The results of this will make some people happy and some very unhappy. The certainty is that we will have to grant more permissions for bigger developments. Whether they are all built will depend on whether builders think they can sell them. They won’t build unless they are sure there is a market for their houses.

More details on the impact of all this will emerge in the coming weeks and I will keep you 

updated.’

Councillor Sambrook;
· questioned the rationale behind building more houses when the infrastructure cannot cope as it is. Neighbouring towns are gridlocked at peak times. 
· pointed out Wealden seems to contradict itself by arguing for more houses and a better road system but then says it wants to protect the Ashdown Forest. 
· Asked Wealden to send residents paper copies of the dates of waste collection rounds out again but most residents said they are happy for the information to be only available on its website.

District Councillor Galley said;
· there is an Infrastructure Delivery Plan but it relates mainly to Hailsham and Polegate because that is where most of the building is taking place.
· The Government is trying to address the problem by spending more money in the north of England.
67.
Questions from Members of the Public:
           Residents reported there are a number of potholes which need repairing in the parish. 


Pothole repairs can be reported to East Sussex County Council at; 


https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/roads/maintenance/potholes/ or at 


Fixmystreet.com
          Mr Phillips asked for an update on the situation at Meadow Farm. The Clerk will continue 

chasing ESCC. It was noted that some of rubbish has been removed. 

68.
Reports – 


   i:
Planning Report – the following planning applications were considered; 

WD/2019/2064/F - Top Barn, Station Road, Isfield, TN22 5EY - Erection of 5 no. dwellings, access, landscaping and other associated infrastructure, and to extend the barn to include an additional bedroom Isfield Parish Council objects to this application on the following grounds;

· The proposed use is not suitable for the area and the site is a Greenfield Site.

· The application is, in our opinion, exploitative and takes advantage of the current planning situation.
· This development will lead to others – the applicant is understood to have also bought a neighbouring field. 

· There is no low cost housing and Councillors understand that the legal requirements for low cost housing will be avoided if two applications are submitted. 
· The appearance and size of the new buildings are not in keeping with their
neighbours and the surrounding area.

· Neighbouring properties will suffer overshadowing, overlooking and loss of privacy because of the new properties.

· New access road and vehicle parking areas will not be safe for road users and
pedestrians.

· A public footpath will be affected in a negative way.

· There will be a detrimental visual impact upon the landscape.

· Top Barn is located on an unadopted road which leads past Top Barn, and on to Oak Tree Barn. The owner of the road is unknown. Future maintenance of the road will therefore be a problem unless the road is adopted.
· The traffic volume projections are unrealistic and compare us with the city of York. 
· Bus services run hourly each way until early afternoon, not half hourly, then there are 2 and 3 hour gaps.

· The Trip Generation calculation concludes that an additional 35 two-way trips will be generated a week which “could be readily accommodated on the local highway network”. The report fails to make any comment on the principle issue of the unadopted single-track access road and provides misleading assurance on the adequacy of access. A reasonable estimate of cars per household is 2 for each of the 6 dwellings, or 12 vehicles. The conclusion that 12 vehicles will make only 35 return journeys a week, or less than 3 trips is, in our opinion, wrong.
· There are environmental concerns over adequacy of storm water drainage from surface water and underground aquifers. A Planning Application has been made at The Retreat (WD/2019/2099/F) for an additional 3 properties. This application is related and will exacerbate the issues related to the access road because both Planning Applications rely on the same road.

· The site is next to Elms Cottages which are Listed.

· Councillors understand Tile Barn Farm included a quarry which had been dug very close to the barn. A significant area of the quarry was, we understand, filled in with tree roots and soil and one of the houses seems to be partially sited on it.
Isfield Parish Council asks that this application is considered in conjunction with the application for The Retreat and that both applications are referred to Planning Committee North for a Decision. 

WD/2019/2393/F - 1 and 2 Boathouse Cottages, Lewes Road, Isfield, TN22 5TY - Proposed 

new access and driveways to serve both properties – Isfield Parish Council has no objections 


on any planning grounds to this application.
The following planning application was previously submitted but remains a live application. Wealden has not processed the application for various reasons, not least because of the evolution of the preferred strategy in the Submission Wealden Local Plan 2019. That Plan has recently been declared unsound and the Examining Inspector has recommended it be withdrawn. Wealden has subsequently given the Parish Council fourteen days to make any additional comments;
WD/2018/2046/F - Land at Brook Lodge Farm, Rose Hill, Isfield, TN22 5UH - Demolition of an existing mobile home, B1 unit and outbuildings and erection of a single new dwelling with car port – Councillors agreed they had nothing new to add to their original comments.

  ii:
Safety Report –  Councillor Levett said;

· the fencing had been moved at the Recreation Ground so people can get to the play equipment. He has put it back and secured it until the safety surfaces have been installed. 
· Goal posts and cricket covers need moving.

· He risk assessed the Christmas Tree and found everything was satisfactory.


Councillors also discussed Mr Phillips request for a Feasibility Study. The Feasibility 



Study is needed by ESCC to assess whether it is practical to move the 50mph sign 



200 yards south from its current position on the A26 at Kiln Lane.  It is hoped that 



moving the sign will slow down the traffic so there will be fewer accidents by the
 
pub. Councillors asked Mr Phillips to find out what the feasibility study would consist 


of and report back to the next meeting.



It was also noted the village sign in Horsted Lane has not yet been replaced. The 


Clerk will chase Highways.

 iii:
Recreation Ground and Pavilion Report – Councillor Levett said;

· Work to the play area has stalled because of the wet and windy weather. The surfaces need to dry before the safety surfaces can be fitted.
· The pavilion needs a new water heater. Councillors agreed he can replace it on a like for like basis at a cost of £161.

· He would like to form a Working Party to decorate the inside of the Pavilion. Councillors agreed. He will let the Clerk know who the volunteers are for insurance purposes. The Parish Council will cover the cost of the decorating materials.

He also reported there are some mouldy areas because one of the Expel heaters which control the humidity had been turned off. He has switched it back on. 


 iv:  
Village Hall Report –  There was nothing new to report on this occasion.
69.      Code of Conduct:
           Councillors resolved to accept the amendments to the Code of Conduct made by Wealden in 
           November 2019.
70.     
Questions from Parish Councillors:

Councillor Mitchell-Cobb said she has started the grant application process for tennis courts 


at the Recreation Ground.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:30pm.


